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Teacher Pack

(For use in conjunction with “Fortress Europe” and “Escape to Safety” Exhibitions)
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Teachers Notes

We hope that you will find the ‘Escape to Safety’/Fortress Europe exhibition an involving and engaging experience. To help embed the experience in the education of the children however, we have found that it is best to do both preparation and follow up work.

We recognize that this is not always possible and when teachers are hard pressed in all areas of their work, it is difficult to find the time to prepare work on refugee issues as well!

To help in this regard we include several lessons that can be used as stand alone lessons but can also be used as a series of lessons. They have been formulated to fit into a PSHCE lesson and done either individually, in pairs or in groups as suits the individual teacher.

Please feel free to adapt them in any way you see fit, and if you have any other ideas or think they can be done in a better way please let us know.

We also recommend the materials produced by ‘Save the Children’ for Refugee Week, called “The RAP pack-refugee activity pack’. This can be ordered on their web page www.scfuk.org.uk. These include many facts and figures that will be re-enforced in the exhibition. 

Similarly we recommend the refugee week materials, which are a collection of best practice in the area and can be sent free to both primary and secondary schools if you contact the refugee week website www.refugeeweek.org.uk 

1. Opinions: -“What do you think?”

This is an important start to the subject in terms of working out pre-conceived ideas. It is also important that the young people are able to say what they think to start off with, rather than what they are meant to think. It is useful to re-visit this activity as a post exhibition evaluation to see if there has been any movement on their ideas. A version of this activity is also therefore in the back of the pupil passport for use on the day of the exhibition itself.

2.  Refugee thought storm

This is a very simple thought-storm activity that can be used as a basis for class discussion. Some teachers have divided it into two and done one half before going through the exhibition, and one half immediately after- or the following week.

3. Media analysis. -“Young people and the media/refugees and the media”

We feel very strongly that the increasingly hysterical debate in the press is ill informed and largely incorrect. To show this, we introduce it by looking at how the media portray young people in the hope that parallels can be drawn. It is also the place where most young people get the “facts” they know about know about refugees.  There are 2 headline sheets to go with this activity. There is also a separate sheet of headlines for use either with this activity or as a separate discussion point. It links with the myths and facts handout from the Refugee Council, which is included here, but can also be found at :

www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/news/myths/myth001.htm
4. True life stories

These are 3 true-life stories for discussion –or drama if the fancy takes you! They also lend themselves well to narrative writing in English, and class discussion.

The first is a letter found on 2 boys who had died through exposure on a planes undercarriage- one point that is useful to remember for discussion is that if they were escaping from poverty and only poverty they could not be considered refugees but only economic migrants. At the end of the pack there is a definitions sheet, which may be helpful here, which is the same as the test on the display boards.

The second story is taken from newspaper reports of a campaign to help a refused asylum seeker, and has been chosen to counteract stereotypes of scrounging, lazy asylum seekers who are here simply to take our…(fill in the noun of your choice!)

The third story is chosen to make the readers think of how they would treat and asylum seeker- its possible that they would have done the same as people mentioned in this article. There is scope to use this article as a wider discussion of racism in society- how did they know she was an asylum seeker?

The fourth story is about another deportation. In this case, following a local campaign the man was given leave to remain.

If the level of English in these reports is inappropriate for your class, a good place to find others is the refugee action site www.refugee-action.org.uk. There is also  remarkable stories on the Guardian’s website- www.guardian.co.uk/Refugees_in _Britain/0,2759,180745,00.html  (there is an underscore between the words refugees and in, and in and Britain) and click on the special report.

5. “Human rights”

Many people are not aware that it is a basic human right to claim asylum. Anyone can do it in any of the countries that signed up to the declaration. This activity is designed to get that aspect of the subject debated. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is printed in simpler language than normal following this activity. You can also get a laminated poster of them from New Internationalist very cheaply.

6. “Definitions”

This comprises of three sheets- two that can be used as a worksheet, the third as the answer sheet. The answer sheet has the same text as on the display boards, which we hope will reinforce the correct definitions. One of the most inaccurate aspects of the media debate is the way in which all these terms are used interchangeably, and there are great differences between them.

7. Evaluation for Teachers 

This is included to enable us to constantly monitor our performance. We would be very grateful if you would fill it in after you have used the exhibition and return it to us. This can be done on line if that is easier. 

 Many aspects, and facts surrounding the debate not covered here will be addressed both in the workbook to be used with the exhibition, and the exhibition experience itself. There is a booklet to go along with the exhibition that analyses the text and figures used in the exhibition on the website too. The language used in this makes it more suitable for the older age ranges.

 There may be need for follow up work, as the experience can be quite emotional. We also suggest follow-up activities that the young people themselves may wish to take up to help refugees. The STAR - STudent Action for Refugees- website is very good for this, and they will come into schools and do activities with the pupils if they are over 16.

Please let us know which of the activities you used and how successful they are. We are constantly changing them in light of suggestions so your contribution is very valuable!
Useful web pages for further information

www.refugee-action.org.uk
This has a useful myths and facts handout, and personal stories of refugees from around the world.

www.refugeecouncil.org.uk
This also has a myths and facts handout- more recent than the other- which is very useful. It also has much more information about refugees in this country.

www.unhcr.org.uk
This has a huge amount of lesson and unit plans that are highly recommended, covering many subject areas and ages.

www.scfuk.org.uk
As already said, the Save the Children site has an excellent workbook that can be ordered in multiple copies free from the site called “ the RAP pack”(Refugees Awareness Pack). Mine arrived within 3 days.

www.irr.org.uk
This has regular updates of news stories concerning racism and refuges. It doesn’t make very easy reading, but is useful. It also has links to the IRR recommended booklist

www.usaforunhcr.org
This is an American based site, but has live testimony from refugee children when they appeared before a US committee.

www.tes.co.uk 

Search with the search engine on site for refugees. There are 2 sets of excellent resources one for primary and one for secondary pupils. (You will need the password from the TES magazine for this website.)

www.cafod.org.uk
One of the few sites with resources for KS1. There is also a resource for KS3.

What do you think?

1. Please answer these questions by circling the answer nearest to what you think

· Refugees and asylum seekers deserve our support.

Strongly agree/agree/neutral/disagree/strongly disagree
· The asylum system in Britain is fair to asylum seekers

Strongly agree/agree/neutral/disagree/strongly disagree
· Most asylum seekers are fake

Strongly agree/agree/neutral/disagree/strongly disagree
· Refugees can make a great contribution to British society

Strongly agree/agree/neutral/disagree/strongly disagree
· We don’t do enough for asylum seekers.

Strongly agree/agree/neutral/disagree/strongly disagree
· Asylum seekers are picked on by British newspapers

Strongly agree/agree/neutral/disagree/strongly disagree
How have you come to these opinions?

How many of these comments are factual?

Do you need extra facts to decide on your opinion?

When you have been through the exhibition, answer this question:

Have your opinions been changed by going through ‘Escape to safety’??

What comes to your mind when you hear the word refugee? Fill in the blanks below.
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Young people and the media

Look at the sheet of headlines from the media about young people. 

What do they say about young people? What image of young people do you get from reading them?

Violent


pranks


unruly

Graffiti


broken

Banned


anti-social


vandals

Write any other words you think of that the media use to describe you.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
What words would you use to describe you and your friends?

Cool


funny


sporty

Over worked

tired


happy

Artistic


angry
bored

What  words do you use to describe yourselves? Use any of the above  and other words you can think of.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Is the media coverage fair?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Youngsters vandalise AGAIN!

New law to help oust violent pupils

Teen gang banned from McDonalds

Put unruly teenagers in the stocks!

Neighbours driven to misery by drunken teenagers

Teenagers cause more criminal damage to shops-vandalism and graffiti too.

Large groups cause alarm- complaints about youths rocket

Youngsters on the rampage!

Refugees and the media

Look at the headlines from the media about refugees. 

What do they tell you about refugees? What image do you get about refugees from reading them?

Illegal


cheats


flooding

Beggars


crooks

Terrorise


bogus

rapists

Read some of the stories your teacher will give you. All of them are true.

Does this make you think any differently about refugees and asylum seekers?

Is the media coverage fair? What are your thoughts?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Asylum lunatics!

How asylum flood could turn country upside down

Asylum Yobs

They must not pass!

Asylum freeloaders

Murder terrorism and violence: 

3 typical days in court for UK asylum seekers

Why are they still pouring in?

Our asylum shame

Asylum louts cause £16,000 damage

End asylum swamping!

Illegal refugees targeted on tube
The Observer, 11 July 2004

The most cautious estimate is 50,000 bogus asylum seekers and illegals a year slipping into Britain
The Sun, 29 September 2003

…so-called asylum seekers who, in reality, seek no more than access to our welfare system
Leader comment, Sunday Express, 2 May 2004

Al Qaeda terror strike at Man Utd match is foiled…. around 400 officers swooped before dawn yesterday to arrest ten people six of whom are understood to be Iraqi Kurd asylum seekers
Daily Mail, April 2004

And they will stop bogus asylum seekers from getting NHS care, saving £1 billion of taxpayers' cash
The Sun, 31 July 2003

One in five flock here; asylum: we're too damn soft
Daily Star, 23 January 2004

Just one in five bogus asylum seekers is ever booted out of the country"
The Express, 26 January 2004

Nailing press myths about refugees
"Anyone reading the British press might assume that the UK is in the front-line of dealing with migrants and refugees. This is wrong".
Tony Baldry MP, Conservative Chair of the International Development Committee
According to opinion polls, asylum is the third most important issue for the British public (MORI 2003). It is rarely out of the newspapers and is the subject of intense political and public debate. 

Reporting and commentary about asylum seekers and refugees is often hostile, unbalanced and factually incorrect. This briefing aims to dispel some of the more pervasive of these myths.



The Claim
"Illegal refugees targeted on tube"
The Observer, 11 July 2004

The facts
A refugee is someone who has applied for asylum and has by law been granted refugee status. 'Illegal refugees' do not exist, neither do 'illegal asylum seekers', another variation of this commonly-used mistake.

In October 2003, the Press Complaints Commission published guidance on the coverage of issues relating to refugees and asylum seekers, reminding newspaper editors that 'there can be no such thing in law as an "illegal asylum seeker" '. The UK is a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and incorporated the Convention into domestic law in 1993. This means that by law anyone has the right to apply for asylum in the UK and remain until a final decision on their application has been made. 

The fact that an asylum seeker may have entered the country illegally does not mean their case lacks credibility: the reverse is often true. It is virtually impossible for people fleeing persecution to reach Britain without resorting to the use of false documents. In recognition of this fact, Article 31 of the 1951 Refugee Convention prohibits governments from penalising refugees who use false documents. 



The Claim
"The most cautious estimate is 50,000 bogus asylum seekers and illegals a year slipping into Britain"
The Sun, 29 September 2003

The Facts 
Even though the standard of proof needed to get refugee status is very high, in 2002 more than one in three asylum seekers were found to be in need of protection or were allowed stay on humanitarian grounds. One in four appeals were successful. In 2003, 23% of initial decisions resulted in asylum seekers being given permission to stay in the UK and one in five appeals were successful.

The press often suggests that asylum seekers are coming to Britain for economic reasons, failing to recognise refugee movements as a distinct form of international migration. A report published in June 2004 showed that three out of four asylum seekers were fleeing countries in conflict. Afghanistan, Iraq and Somalia have been in the top five refugee-producing countries for the past three years. War, human rights abuses and the repression of ethnic minorities are common to all these countries. 

In 2003, there were 1,396,000 overseas workers in the UK, compared with 49,370 asylum applications. 



The Claim 
"…so-called asylum seekers who, in reality, seek no more than access to our welfare system"
Leader comment, Sunday Express, 2 May 2004

The Facts
Research commissioned by the Home Office found that for those asylum seekers who can choose a destination, previous knowledge of welfare provision does not strongly influence their choice.

Asylum seekers cannot claim mainstream welfare benefits. If destitute, they can apply to the National Asylum Support Service (NASS), the Government department responsible for destitute asylum applicants, for basic food and shelter. A single adult is eligible for £38.96 a week, equivalent to 70% of basic income support. 

In December 2003, around 80,000 asylum seekers were receiving Home Office support, compared with 15.5 million Britons on benefits (excluding retirement pensions), meaning that 0.5% of those claiming government support were asylum seekers.

From January 2003 to June 2004, government policy denied even this basic support (under Section 55 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002) to thousands of asylum seekers. The Government was forced to reinstate support, after an appeal court judge found the policy in breach of asylum seekers' human rights. The Home Secretary is likely to appeal against the Court's decision.

A joint study by Oxfam and the Refugee Council (2002) showed how the asylum system institutionalises poverty. The report revealed that 85% experience hunger, 95% cannot afford to buy clothes or shoes and 80% are not able to maintain good health. Many asylum seekers do not receive the basic support they may be entitled to, because the system is badly designed, extremely bureaucratic and poorly run.



The Claim 
"Al Qaeda terror strike at Man Utd match is foiled…. around 400 officers swooped before dawn yesterday to arrest ten people six of whom are understood to be Iraqi Kurd asylum seekers"

Daily Mail, April 2004


The Facts 
Asylum seekers are too often presented as criminals, whereas in reality they are more likely to be victims of crime. Both the Association of Chief Police Officers and research recently commissioned by the London Mayor have pointed to links between negative media reporting, increased community tensions, and hostility and violence aimed at asylum seekers.

Very small numbers of asylum applicants have been arrested under anti-terrorism legislation. In the Manchester United case, the asylum seekers were released without charge. The UK has some of the toughest anti-terrorism legislation in Europe, which enables the Government to detain foreign nationals indefinitely without charge.

Over 88 million people passed through UK borders during 2001, only 71,025 UK of whom were asylum seekers. The rest were tourists, workers, visitors and employees. Individuals intent on carrying out terrorist activities are unlikely to stay in the UK by virtue of making an asylum application. Whereas terrorists need to conceal their identity and evade official authorities, asylum applicants are closely monitored by the immigration authorities and are subject to fingerprinting and security checks, screening and intensive interview procedures. 

The UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, the basis for domestic refugee law, specifically excludes people who have committed particularly serious crimes, whilst ensuring that those in genuine need, who have been the victims of terror in their own countries, are offered sanctuary.



The Claim 
"And they will stop bogus asylum seekers from getting NHS care, saving £1 billion of taxpayers' 

cash"                                     The Sun, 31 July 2003

The Facts 
A Home Office report shows that people born outside the UK, including asylum seekers, contribute 10% more to the economy in taxes and national insurance than they consume in benefits and public services - equivalent to a boost to the economy of £2.6 billion in 1998/99.

Refugees bring with them a wealth of skills and experience. According to a recent research commissioned by the Department for Work and Pensions, 53% of refugees have academic qualifications, 23-33% of parents of asylum-seeking and refugee children have a first or postgraduate degree and most possess the relevant work experience to pursue careers in their field.

A report published by the Medical Practioners' Union this year criticised health services for asylum seekers, the role of the media and the difficulty that qualified refugee doctors and nurses have in getting jobs. It costs approximately £250,000 to train a doctor, where non-governmental organisations have succeeded in re-qualifying refugee doctors to work in the NHS for £5,000. There are around 90,000 vacancies in the UK health and social care sectors, when there could be thousands of refugees with the appropriate skills without permission to work, or facing numerous other barriers to work. The NHS already relies heavily on foreign labour: according to the Greater London Authority, 23% of doctors and 47% of nurses working within the NHS were born outside the UK.

There are also numerous barriers preventing asylum seekers accessing NHS services, including a recent change to Government policy which means that unsuccessful asylum applicants are no longer entitled to most free NHS services, apart from emergency care.

Since July 2002, asylum seekers have been barred from working until they receive a positive decision on their claim. Whilst demonised for draining UK public services, asylum seekers are forced to depend on government support, cannot contribute to the UK taxation system and are barred from using the wealth of skills and experience they bring to the UK.



The Claim 
"One in five flock here; asylum: we're too damn soft"

Daily Star, 23 January 2004

The Facts
At the end of 2003, Britain hosted around 270,000 refugees*, about 2.8% of the world's 9.7 million and 0.4% of the British population. 

Whilst Britain, the world's fourth largest economy, ranked 9th in Europe in 2003 in terms of asylum applications per capita, the world's poorest countries both produce and bear responsibility for most refugees. Most refugees cannot afford to leave their regions of origin; two thirds of the world's refugees live in developing countries and more than a third live in the world's poorest countries, many of them in squalid refugee camps. 

For example, conflict in Sudan has forced four million people from their homes. Over half a million have fled the country, mainly to neighbouring countries, tens of thousands living in camps in Chad. Only a fraction of this total - around 930 Sudanese people - applied for asylum in the UK last year.

Misinformation in the media leads to public misunderstanding: respondents to a 2003 MORI poll estimated that 23% of the world's refugee population come to the UK: ten times the actual amount.

* source: UNHCR 2003 Global Refugee Trends, 15 June 2004 



The Claim
"Just one in five bogus asylum seekers is ever booted out of the country" 

The Express, 26 January 2004

The Facts
The Government has put significant resources into increasing removals. 12,490 unsuccessful asylum applicants were removed or returned in 2003.

As the Government does not record UK departures and there is no official record of how many people whose permission to stay in the UK has expired leave the country, there may be thousands more who leave the country. Some may stay illegally; they are not entitled to work or to claim support from the Government.

When an asylum applicant has been unsuccessful, there may be clear reasons why the Home Office cannot remove them, which the Government accepts. Whilst the person may be fully compliant with the system, there may be difficulties such as ill health or pregnancy, difficulties with transport, or the country of origin being deemed too dangerous or refusing to take the person back. Whilst these people are confusingly referred to as failed asylum seekers, they are not in the country illegally and do not have removal directions against them from the Government.

That unsuccessful asylum seekers are returned in safety and dignity is a fundamental principle. The Government has recently come under fire from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees for returning Somalia and Iraqi asylum seekers to extremely unsafe areas.

True life stories

Excellencies, gentlemen-members and those responsible in Europe, it is to your solidarity and generosity that we appeal for your help in Africa. If you see that we have sacrificed ourselves and lost our lives, it is because we suffer too much in Africa and need your help to struggle against poverty and war…please excuse us very much for daring to write this letter.

This letter was found on the bodies of Yaguine Koita and Fode Tounkara, aged 15 and 16, from Guinea who were found dead in the landing gear of a plane when it landed in Brussels in August 1999.

Dispersed and refused- for being too helpful!

Banire Sy Savane was born on 1st January 1983 and grew up in diamond-rich Kono District in the Eastern Province of Sierra Leone.

When he was 14,his father was killed by rebels who took over the town. When they withdrew they took Banire and other boys with them into the bush. They were held captive for a year.


Eventually a priest helped them escape and make their way to Ivory Coast. From there Banire was able to travel to the UK, arriving on 20th January 2002 at Heathrow where he claimed asylum.

He was dispersed to Wales. While in Swansea he has attempted to contact possible surviving members of his family through the International Red Cross tracing service, but without success. His only family is now in Cardiff: Gabriel (4 months) and the baby's mother, Victoria Honomu, from Guinea.

When Banire's asylum claim was rejected, the Home Office argued that since he had devoted great energies to supporting his fellow asylum seekers in Swansea, he ought to be able to cope with life in Freetown, Sierra Leone. The capital and much of the country is peaceful, due to the presence of British troops. But Banire knows nobody there at all.

In Wales he has made a new life for himself.  Banire Sy Savane is one of the most crucial volunteers for the Swansea Bay Asylum Seekers Support Group (SBASSG  - see: www.hafan.org ).  Two years ago he created Swansea World Stars football team and he has captained the team week in week out for all these months.  He does this not just for love of football but as a way of providing asylum seekers with a meaningful use of their time, encouraging good relations with the local community, and fostering integration.  The players include asylum seekers from Africa and the Middle East as well as local lads. Friendly matches against teams such as Jacks Army (Swansea City Supporters Trust) have had a major positive impact on local attitudes.
 Banire is known and respected not only throughout the asylum/refugee communities in Swansea.  He is also a highly regarded trained-up volunteer for the British Red Cross, and has worked in a voluntary capacity for organisations including South Wales Police, the Welsh Refugee Council, Swansea Bay Race Equality Council, Displaced People in Action, African Community Centre and others.  

Every moment for me is fear 

As an asylum seeker, I discovered what racism really means when I was 'dispersed' to Middlesbrough

Kamwaura Nygothi
Thursday July 8, 2004
The Guardian
I am an asylum seeker and I am black. I believe that in Middlesbrough, where the Home Office has placed me, I am not safe. 

I was a successful businesswoman in Kenya and I would love to work and contribute taxes to British society rather than get benefits - but I am not allowed to. 

On buses people refuse to sit next to me and shout out "monkey" and "asylum seeker". In the street a big, strong man struck me on my back with his fists and said: "You are illegal, you should go back to your country." Boys spit at me and throw stones when I walk down the street. If I go to a public toilet, whoever is behind me in the queue won't use it after me. 

One friend had fireworks thrown through her letterbox. Several mothers I know left their babies in the crèche at a local family centre for a couple of hours. They returned to find their babies sitting in dirty nappies. They felt this was because the staff didn't want to touch their babies. Middlesbrough reminds me of South Africa during apartheid. 

I fled Kenya after a period in detention where I was raped and burned with acid and cigarettes because I belonged to a group, which opposed the government. I was released on bail and was convinced that it was only a matter of time before I was jailed and tortured again. 

My survival instinct took over and I left everything - my family, my business, which was worth a lot of money, and my community - to escape to a place where I thought I'd be safe. I came to England for one reason only, because I'd heard it was a country that respects human rights. 

In London, where I was initially placed, I felt safe for the first time in years. There is a large Kenyan community there: it's an environment where people from many different backgrounds mostly live peacefully together and where there are support services for traumatised asylum seekers, including the only services in the country for female asylum seekers who have been raped. 

But my experience in the northeast has made me realise that London is another country. 

I was shocked when the immigration authorities told me I was being "dispersed" to Middlesbrough and that if I didn't go my support would be cut off. I knew of asylum seekers who refused to leave London. They ended up sleeping on the streets and going hungry. 

I had no idea what it would be like in the northeast but I felt I had no choice but to go. We were transported at night by coach and placed in our new accommodation with a small amount of cash. I was given a flat on a council estate where I am the only black person. 

By the time I had experienced a few days in Middlesbrough, any hope I had was in shreds. The council's asylum unit handed us a welcome pack when we arrived. 

They should have called it "Welcome to Racism". It warned us about the possibility of racist attacks on asylum seekers and told us who to complain to if we experienced anything from verbal abuse to physical violence. "While members of the team are happy to listen to your concerns, they can't deal with non-emergencies," concludes the warning. 

I never experienced this level of discrimination in London. Racism is not a concept I was familiar with in Kenya and only now that I have been moved to Middlesbrough do I properly understand what the word means. 

The fact that an explicit warning is given to us suggests to me that the government knows exactly what they are sending us to. They have a duty of care to asylum seekers, but deliberately placing us in this environment seems to me to be wilful neglect of that duty. 

There have been cases of asylum seekers being murdered in this part of the country and in Scotland. Every moment for me is fear. 

I have been diagnosed with post-traumatic stress syndrome as a result of what happened to me in Kenya and am experiencing suicidal feelings. I'm scared of walking down the street and only go out when I have to. I'm scared of going out after 5.30pm because I know the risk of attack rises as evening approaches. I'm scared of what will happen when my asylum case comes up in North Shields - I haven't heard of any asylum seeker who has won their case there. There are too many things to have nightmares about. 

I am made to feel as if I smell and there is zero tolerance for the non-existent smell of an asylum seeker. I escaped from Kenya because I wanted to live, but in Middlesbrough all I can think about is how much I want to die. 

 Kamwaura Nygothi ran a wholesale food business in Kenya. She applied for asylum in February 2002 
Sentenced to death? 

A community has been left devastated after an asylum seeker who lived in Wigan for the past three years was deported back to West Africa.

Youssouf Sidibe, 29, sought asylum in Britain in 2001 after claiming he was persecuted and tortured in his native Guinea.
He settled into Richmond Grove in Higher Folds, Leigh and made many friends, who for the last month have battled to save him from deportation.
Youssouf, who was detained at a Manchester detention centre and then transferred to Gatwick at the beginning of June, was due to be sent back to West Africa but was given a last minute reprieve.
He was removed from his Guinea bound plane following the recent discovery of fresh evidence in an Amnesty International report, that torture is still rife in the West African country.
Youssouf was then transferred to a detention centre in Oxford, awaiting to hear of his fate while volunteers from Wigan Welcome and Highway Ministries worked around the clock to save him from deportation. But despite their fight Youssouf , who worked at Pataks, has been deported back to Guinea where he claims he was persecuted and tortured.
Maureen Midgeley, 62, of Osbourne Grove, who named Youssouf her 'adoptive son' is heartbroken and says losing him is like having a bereavement.
She said: "Sending him home is like sending him to his death sentence. It is unbelievable. We've all desperately tried to fight this horrific deportation. Everyone who knew him misses him so much."
Lynne Calvert, voluntary worker at Wigan Welcome refugee drop-in, said: "When we were given a new deportation date for June 29, we knew we were running out of time.
"Yet despite our vigorous campaign and the new evidence that was found, the Home Office have actually carried out Youssouf's forced removal as planned. 
"We tried to phone Youssouf as soon as we heard but they had already taken him. We are all devastated. This is a very sad case because Youssouf has adapted extremely well into our community."
The Home Office would not comment on any individual cases, but a spokesperson said: "All asylum applications are considered individually on their merits by skilled case workers.

Human rights

What are our basic human rights? What do you think we should all have? Are some of these essential or are they ‘wants’? Fill in the grid below to start the activity.

	Is it a WANT or a RIGHT?
	RIGHT
	WANT

	1. A car
	
	

	2. Clean water
	
	

	3. A chance to express yourself and be       listened to in safety
	
	

	4. A pair of trainers
	
	

	5. A chance to practice your own religion without fear of imprisonment
	
	

	6. Friendships
	
	

	7. A mobile phone
	
	

	8. Enough food for you and your family.
	
	

	9. The right to travel freely
	
	


In 1951, in the aftermath of World War 2, the United Nations wrote a Declaration of human rights that they felt everyone in the world was entitled to have. 144 countries have signed it.  Look at the sheet of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Which do you think are the most important?  Choose the 5 most important and put them in order.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

	
	Universal Declaration of Human Rights

	  1 
	When children are born, they are free and each should be treated in the same way. They have reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a friendly manner.

	2  
	Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

It also makes no difference whether the country you live in is independent or not.

	3  
	You have the right to live, and to live in freedom and safety.

	4  
	Nobody has the right to treat you as his her slave and you should not make anyone your slave.

	5  
	Nobody has the right to torture you.

	6  
	You should be legally protected in the same way everywhere, and like everyone else.

	7  
	The law is the same for everyone; it should be applied in the same way to all.

	8  
	You should be able to ask for legal help when the rights your country grants you are not respected.

	9  
	Nobody has the right to put you in prison, to keep you there, or to send you away from your country unjustly, or without good reason.

	10  
	If you go on trial this should be done in public. The people who try you should not let themselves be influenced by others.

	11  
	You should be considered innocent until it can be proved that you are guilty. If you are accused of a crime, you should always have the right to defend yourself. Nobody has the right to condemn you and punish you for something you have not done.

	12  
	You have the right to ask to be protected if someone tries to harm your good name, enter your house, open your letters, or bother you or your family without a good reason.

	13  
	You have the right to come and go as you wish within your country. You have the right to leave your country to go to another one; and you should be able to return to your country if you want.

	14  
	Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution. You lose this right if you have killed someone and if you, yourself, do not respect what is written here.

	15  
	You have the right to belong to a country and nobody can prevent you, without a good reason, from changing your nationality if you so wish.

	16  
	As soon as person is legally entitled, he or she has the right to marry and have a family. In doing this, neither the colour of your skin, the country you come from nor your region should stand in the way of this. Men and women have the same rights when they are married and also when they are separated.
Nobody should force a person to marry.
The government of your country should protect your family and its members.

	17  
	You have the right to own things and nobody has the right to take these from you without a good reason.

	18  
	You have the right to profess your religion freely, to change it, and to practise it either on your own or with other people.

	19  
	You have the right to think what you want, to say what you like, and nobody should forbid you from doing so. You should be able to share your ideas also—with people from any other country.

	20  
	You have the right to organize peaceful meetings or to take part in meetings in a peaceful way. It is wrong to force someone to belong to a group.

	21  
	You have the right to take part in your country's political affairs either by belonging to the government yourself or by choosing politicians who have the same ideas as you. Governments should be voted for regularly and voting should be secret. You should get a vote and all votes should be equal. You also have the same right to join the public service as anyone else.

	22  
	The society in which you live should help you to develop and to make the most of all the advantages (culture, work, social welfare) which are offered to you and to you and to all the men and women in your country.



	23  
	You have the right to work, to be free to choose your work, to get a salary which allows you to support your family. If a man and a woman do the same work, they should get the same pay. All people who work have the right to join together to defend their interests.

	24  
	Each work day should not be too long, since everyone has the right to rest and should be able to take regular paid holidays.

	25  
	You have the right to have whatever you need so that you and your family: do not fall ill; go hungry; have clothes and a house; and are helped if you are out of work, if you are ill, if you are old, if your wife or husband is dead, or if you do not earn a living for any other reason you cannot help. The mother who is going is going to have a baby, and her baby should get special help. All children have the same rights, whether or not the mother is married.

	26  
	You have the right to go to school and everyone should go to school. Primary schooling should be free. You should be able to learn a profession or continue your studies as far as wish. At school, you should be able to develop all your talents and you should be taught to get on with others, whatever their race, religion or the country they come from. Your parents have the right to choose how and what you will be taught at school.

	27  
	You have the right to share in your community's arts and sciences, and any good they do. Your works as an artist, writer, or a scientist should be protected, and you should be able to benefit from them.

	28  
	So that your rights will be respected, there must be an 'order' which can protect them. This ‘order’ should be local and worldwide.

	29  
	You have duties towards the community within which your personality can only fully develop. The law should guarantee human rights. It should allow everyone to respect others and to be respected.

	30  
	In all parts of the world, no society, no human being, should take it upon her or himself to act in such a way as to destroy the rights that you have just been reading about.


What does it all mean?

Try and match up the phrases on this sheet with the definitions on the next sheet, then check your answers on the display board or answer sheet. One of the terms does not mean anything!

Asylum seeker

Refugee

Illegal immigrant

Economic migrant

Bogus asylum seeker

A person who 'owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country…'
Article 1, 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees. (Many countries including the UK signed up to this declaration after WW2)

Someone who has applied for asylum and is waiting for a decision as to whether or not they are a refugee. In other words, in the UK an asylum seeker is someone who has asked the Government for refugee status and is waiting to hear the outcome of their application. 

Some one who moves abroad for a better life. There are no laws against this- after all, it’s exactly what David Beckham and Michael Owen did when they moved to Real Madrid!

People who come into the country illegally, usually smuggled in or without papers. 

What does it all mean? 

Asylum seeker/ bogus asylum seeker

Under international law an asylum seeker is a person who has  formally applied for asylum because s/he wants to be recognised as a refugee, and s/he is still waiting for a government to decide on their application. 

People from any country in the world have the right to claim asylum in any of the countries that signed up to the 1951 UN Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, providing that they have not committed crimes against peace, war crimes, crimes against humanity or a serious non-political crime outside the country of refuge.

(Source: Refugee Council’s resource book Refugees: We left because we had to 2004:13)

Under international laws no one can be called a bogus and/or an illegal asylum seeker. 

By law (1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 1951 Geneva Convention), anyone has the right to seek and enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution.  They also have the right to remain in that country until a final decision on their application has been made.

(Source Refugee protection: A Guide to International Refugee Law www.unhcr.ch  retrieved on 4/01/05)

Refugee

Article 1 of the 1951 UN Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees defines a refugee as a person who has fled from, and cannot return to, their country due to a well-founded fear of persecution, including war or civil conflict. Under Article 1, these are the most important parts of the refugee definition:

· refugees have to be outside their country of origin;

· the reason for their flight has to be a fear of persecution;

· the fear of persecution has to be well-founded (i.e. have experienced it or be likely to experience it if they return);

· the persecution has to result from one or more of the 5 grounds listed in the definition: race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, political opinion;

· they have to be unwilling or unable to seek protection of their country

(Source: UNHCR Basic Definitions, www.unhcr.ch)

Illegal immigrant

Although a term widely used by the media and public, officially it does not exist. It is not defined anywhere in UK law and is not used as a category by the Immigration and Nationality Directorate. 

The closest official term is "illegal entrant", which mainly covers people allowed into the UK after deceiving an immigration officer (for example, by lying about the reason for their stay or using false documents), people entering in breach of a deportation order, people entering by clandestine means (for example by hiding themselves in freight lorries) with or without papers.

The 1951 Convention states that countries should not impose penalties on individuals coming directly from a territory where their life or freedom is threatened just because they have gained entry illegally. 

( http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/3380397.stm#illegal retrieved on 17/12/04)

Economic migrant

An economic migrant is someone who leaves their country to seek a more prosperous way of life. According to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the term migrant refers to someone who makes a conscious, voluntary choice to leave their country of origin. If and when they want to return, they can do so with no obstruction (or worse) from the government of the country to which they are returning, and this is the crucial difference between an economic migrant and a refugee. Refugees flee their countries and are not free to return at any time, unless they are prepared to risk going back to being persecuted.

(http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/3380397.stm#illegal retrieved on 17/12/04)

Evaluation for teachers

Please take the time to complete this feedback form. It will help enormously in our continued evaluation of the project.

 (Continue on back if necessary)

.Please return to Global Link, either by post or with the exhibition
Thank you

Name:                                                              Organisation:

Email or website address:

Number of pupils viewing the exhibition:

Primary: 




Secondary:

What did you think of the exhibition and the workshops?

Which parts were the most/least effective?

Do you think it was effective in challenging media stereotypes?

What were your pupils’ reactions to the exhibitions?

Do you think that your pupils developed empathy for refugees?

Which age range is it most suitable for?

Yr 5 

Yr6

Yr 7


Yr8


Yr9

Yr 10

Yr11

Yr12


Yr 13


All

Did you have a training session/INSET? 


Yes/No

Did it fulfill its objectives?

Did you have adequate information about the exhibition before it arrived? Yes/No

If not, what other information would have been helpful?

Did you use the preparation materials?
Yes/No 

How successful were they? Can you think of any improvements?

