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1. The Project Escape to Safety

Escape to Safety is a multi-media interactive simulated experience of asylum-seeking, built into a 40 foot x 8 foot exhibition trailer. Escape to Safety is hired by groups mainly in the North West but also nationally. Accompanying the exhibition is our education worker, who delivers user training, teacher training and pupil workshops in order to maximise the learning from the exhibition.

Escape to Safety is a 3 year project (April 2003 – March 2006) funded by the Big Lottery Fund, Network for Social Change and the Churches Commission for Racial Justice. 

Escape to Safety was created in order to challenge the current myths that surround the topic of asylum in our society, the most common being:

· that asylum seekers are poor people in search of a more prosperous way of life

· that asylum seekers are ‘scroungers’ who overwhelm our public services, and soak up our taxes by demanding benefits

· that Britain is a ‘soft touch’ for asylum seekers, given its ‘relaxed’ asylum laws

· that asylum seekers and refugees have nothing to offer  the British economy and/or culture

· and that most asylum seekers are criminals, some of whom are terrorists

The ultimate goal is to promote social justice and racial equality. We aim to change the public’s perception of asylum-seekers and refugees in order to make them feel more welcome in our society and aid their integration.

1.1 The exhibition trailer
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The exhibition was created between April 2003 – September 2003. Global Link initially met with a small steering group of refugees and a refugee researcher to plan the content of the exhibition. We then thoroughly researched the issues, including interviewing an Afghan refugee and a Rwandan family. These stories form the basis of ‘Asif’ (Afghanistan) and Maria (Rwanda)’s stories on the soundtrack which participants listen to on a discman as they journey through the exhibition. We included a fictional, though possible, story of a Palestinian in order to demonstrate how someone with what could be regarded as a genuine reason for refugee status, would be returned to their country of origin as an ‘economic migrant.’ We wrote and recorded the script with refugees and  local actors at Shireshead Studios over the specially commissioned musical soundtrack by Adrian Hughes. 

We purchased a second hand trailer and designed the basic structure of 8 rooms with the help of coach builders Spectra in Wiltshire. Spectra constructed the rooms, the entrance ramp and exit stairs, the electrics, the doors, the ceiling and floors. We then worked with set designer Hilly McManus and a team of volunteers to create the interior spaces. The first room represents a ‘safe house’ where Asif is waiting for the necessary false papers without which he cannot enter Britain. The second room represents war in Rwanda, and here we meet Maria who remembers running from the genocide. The third room represents a border, and the fourth room represents the ‘back of a lorry’ where we meet Ahmed who has resorted to being smuggled into the UK as there is  no legal way for him to enter the country to work. The fifth room represents immigration, and the sixth a detention centre, where Ahmed ends up, having been caught with no papers. In room 7 we return to Asif who is adjusting to life in a council house in a dispersal area, where he is subject to both local and national media hostility and violence. The final room offers some hope as Maria’s school friends are marching with her to the Home Office in order to campaign for indefinite leave to remain.

In October 2003 and April 2004 Kurdish refugee artist Rebwar Saeed designed and painted the stunning exterior of the exhibition (see above) that we think attracts people to come and find out what is inside the exhibition. Indeed, we have been pleasantly surprised that as yet there has been no external graffiti or damage to the exhibition, and wonder whether this is due to the stunning artwork.

1.2 The Tour

The exhibition has been touring mainland Britain for almost two years. The first 

booking was in September 2003 and it is currently booked until mid November 2005.

Following completion of the exhibition in September 2003, in the first year of the project we had 3 national bookings and 10 regional bookings (the North West).

The year April 2004 – March 2005 saw a sharp increase in national bookings and we had 11 national and 13 regional (North West), exceeding our targets for that year by 1 for both geographical areas. During the project year Escape to Safety was used in 3 fair share areas: Bolton, Salford and twice in Wigan.

As for the forthcoming year April 2005 – March 2006, we are on target. To date, we have already secured 9 national bookings and 8 regional (NW). We are confident that we will meet, and quite probably exceed, our targets. 

It is also very important to note that most of the forthcoming bookings are of more than 1 week, allowing for the exhibition to travel from one place to the next within the same booking. Therefore, if we think of these bookings in terms of “multiple”, then we could say that our national targets have already been exceeded.

Until January 2005 all our bookings originated by networking and/or word-of-mouth. In December we conducted our first regional publicity mailout to all the LEAs and many of the Citizenship Co-ordinators of secondary schools in the North West. This resulted in one more booking for the forthcoming year. We would like to think that the lack of response could be attributed to the timing of the mail out. Most schools plan the activities to be undertaken during the academic year before its actual start to allow for allocation of funding and resources. The mail out had been programmed for December, in time for the following two new terms. Unfortunately, it did not happen until late January by which time most schools probably had already planned their terms. We recognise that further mailouts should therefore be undertaken at this important stage of the schools calendars, namely July/early  December/March or April.

A wide range of organisations have hosted, and will be hosting, the exhibition:

· Local Education Authorities (eg. Wigan)

· SEMA (Service for Ethnic Minority Achievement) services (eg. Blackburn)

·  Refugee Support Groups (eg. Coventry, Swansea, Slough)

·  Youth and Community groups (eg. Derby)

· Youth Services (eg. Staffordshire)

·  Multicultural Education Centres (eg. Doncaster)

·  Development Education Centres (eg. Manchester)

·  Schools (primary as well as secondary, too many to list!)

· Colleges (eg. Manchester) 

· City centres (eg. Slough, Coventry, Lancaster)

· Voluntary organisations: Sure Start (Manchester), Creative Partnerships (Slough)

· Community Events: Lancaster Diversity Festival, Greenbelt Festival

In the first two years of the project it is estimated that 21, 875 people have experienced the exhibition. Since January 2005 alone, around 3,500 people have gone through it in just four bookings (one week in Slough, Wigan, Manchester respectively; and one whole month in Blackburn). 

In its two years of touring people from many walks of life and from a wide age range have experienced Escape to Safety. Members of the public, secondary as well as primary school  pupils, teachers, LEA staff, and refugee support groups staff have all had a taste of what it might feel like to be a refugee in Britain today.

1.3 Educational support

Because of Escape to Safety’s project funding, Global Link can offer a number of bookings at a subsidized rate for both national and regional locations
, many organisations, particularly in the North West, have found the hiring fee very advantageous. Recently, for at least three regional hirers it was an incentive to go ahead with their bookings.

Each booking is accompanied by one day staff support if national, and up to two days if regional. In the past, the Escape to Safety education worker usually trained the hirer how to manage the exhibition and often also ended up staffing it for the day. However, it was then felt that the education worker’s knowledge and experience of refugee issues could be maximised by adopting a different approach, especially when the exhibition was in a school setting. As from January 2005, hirers have been strongly encouraged and recommended that:

· the education worker either run or assist in setting up pupil workshops

· and/or the education worker deliver INSETs for staff on refugee issues to equip them with the necessary skills to do pre or post exhibition work

It is at the time of booking that the hirers are made aware of these options which can then be organised directly with the education worker to suit the need of each individual organisation. The feedback that we have received by most hirers indicate that they approve of the new service and they have found it very useful. 

One particular hirer, who had the exhibition last May and then again this year with the workshops, was impressed by the new service. He said that the workshops  were very informative and thought provoking; they had enabled the children to have the time to reflect upon the issues that they had encountered in the exhibition and that the children had a proper chance to express their views and, in most cases, have them challenged.

For a couple of hirers however, it has been a question of perceived ownership of the project. They want to take responsibility for running their booking and the presence of the education worker is seen as an outside element. In such very sporadic instances, the education worker recommended INSET. Unfortunately though, most schools allocate time slots for INSETs at the beginning of the academic year; thus, when the booking is made later on in the year, it proves very difficult to access a slot. In these cases, the education worker has then considered just offering training to manage the exhibition. In addition, she also made sure that the organisation was aware that educational  support was available if and when needed.

1.4. Escape to Safety and the media

We recognise the crucial role that the media play in shaping people’s viewpoints. A recent report found that there is a likely link between media reporting of asylum issues and race-related crime (Media Image, Community Impact, Information Centre about Asylum and Refugees in the UK (ICAR), July 2004, commissioned by the Mayor of London). 

It has thus been one of our priorities to encourage hirers to involve the media (local, regional, national) whenever possible to counteract the negative press attention that asylum seekers and refugees have been receiving.

While we had intended to organise a national press launch we actually had no need to, as the publicity came unexpectedly. A very positive article by the Times Educational Supplement in October 2003, organised by Milton Keynes and Aylesbury DECs, resulted in immediate negative  attention from the Mail on Sunday, who immediately telephoned all of our funders to elicit information from them when we refused to engage in dialogue. The list of email questions they sent to us clearly demonstrated their attitudes. [One question was ‘what would your views be if the Lottery funded an exhibition that toured schools showing how much asylum-seekers were costing the taxpayer and the NHS and schools?’] The Community Fund and other funders were extremely supportive, both in terms of their advice in how to deal with  hostile media, but also in their statements of support to the press.

The article was titled ‘The latest lesson in our schools….how to be an asylum seeker’. In the article, Ann Widdecombe refers to Escape to Safety as a “bizarre project branded a scandalous waste of national Lottery cash”.  Furthermore, spokespeople from Civitas and the Campaign for Real Education accuse the National Lottery fund boards of being completely out of touch with the public’s feelings and with  what schools should be teaching. None of these people had seen the exhibition. These views are juxtaposed to those of a spokesperson from the Community Fund, and from Buckinghamshire County Council who emphasises the positive impact that Escape to Safety had on the four schools that hosted it. 

This article was followed the next day by an almost exact replica in the Daily Express, which used the same quotes as the Mail’s article. Given that the papers clearly just copy each other’s articles, it is possible that it was printed in other tabloid newspapers. There was also interest from a Midlands TV station (which never developed into a story), and a couple of radio stations. Global Link was on BBC Radio Wales, in short discussion with a spokesperson from the Campaign for Real Education.

Articles on local newspapers have also been published thanks to the initiative of hirers, the most recent being the one in Slough and Langley Observer in January 2005. 

In one recent booking the local radio station was involved. A reporter came to see the exhibition and carried out interviews with SEMA staff (the hirer), pupils from a school and the Education Worker. These extracts were going to be incorporated into a radio programme on the subject of migration.

We still intend to pursue positive media attention but we realise that we need contacts especially for the ‘bigger’ newspapers to succeed in having a review published.

2.The importance of Escape to Safety
Throughout history people have been forced to leave their homes and seek safety in other parts of the world. However, in the last ten years, there has been a growing hostility towards asylum-seekers and refugees. These two words have almost become a term of abuse, and something to be ashamed of.

We feel that the negative media attention that asylum-seekers and refugees have been receiving has made them victims of a society that has come to perceive them as ‘scroungers’ and ‘criminals’, rather than people in need of a safe place to rebuild their lives in dignity. However, the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) stated clearly that there is no apparent link between crime and asylum seekers. In addition, the Home Office has stated that there is no evidence that asylum seekers are more likely to commit crimes than anyone else (Immigration Minister Beverley Hughes, 19 March 2003 Hansard Column 821W). Despite this, as ICAR reported, the public seems to believe the media and the politicians and bullying  and xenophobia ensue. 

The exhibition aims at redressing the balance in order to develop greater respect for these people who, contrary to being victims, have a lot to offer to our society. It also aims at raising awareness of the plight that refugees endure in order to survive and rebuild their lives in another country.

2. 1 Escape to Safety and Education

Schools should be places where individuals learn about life and the world. [quote about growing up in a global society] We believe that challenging racism and promoting equality and diversity is a duty that schools have in today’s society.

Indeed the government recognises this in the National Curriculum, as demonstrated by the introduction of the Citizenship Programme of Study in England and citizenship teaching in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, as well as the Race Relations Amendment Act which places a statutory duty on schools to promote race equality.

In addition, the topic of asylum and migration is extremely relevant to many subjects taught in schools; in addition to Citizenship and PSHE, it is also relevant to English, Geography, and History. These can all be linked to the study of asylum and migration, at  Key Stages two, three and four
.

The experiential nature of the exhibition is engaging and its ‘hands on’ approach has enabled pupils to gain knowledge and understanding of the issues relating to asylum in a memorable way. 

The workshops that accompany the exhibition aim at developing critical thinking skills, encouraging pupils to take a stand, assess and justify what they believe in. Activities are designed to increase understanding  and awareness of what causes people to leave and why they end up in a particular country; what it might feel like to be in that situation and what would they do if  they were refugees; the role of the media is also analysed and questioned. 

Using this approach we have seen that, pupils become active, empowered citizens who can do something to bring about change. They become aware of the origins of their thoughts and feel encouraged to come up with solutions to remedy xenophobic and racist attitudes, in their schools and within the community. 

Teachers too have found the exhibition stimulating and resourceful. They identified opportunities within the National Curriculum to teach about these issues. However, some felt that they did not know enough to pursue follow up work on the subject and wished for further training. 

The evaluation and results of Escape to Safety
3.1 The system

We have set up a system of recording information on a regular basis in order to develop the data necessary to verify if the project’s outcomes are being fulfilled. These are:

Outcome 1: Refugees and asylum-seekers feel more welcome in society, in particular refugee and asylum-seeker children; 

Outcome 2: pupils gain knowledge and understanding of issues relating to refugees and asylum-seekers as well as develop personal, social and communication skills 

Outcome 3: teachers learn how to teach about refugee issues through the National Curriculum. 

Outcome 4: The general public learns the facts behind the prejudice and stereotypes of refugees/asylum-seekers created by the tabloid media.

Outcome 5: LEAs, in particular Ethnic Minority Achievement Services will have access to a refugee educational practitioner to aid their training of teachers in race equality. 

Outcome 6: The capacity of development education centres in the Northwest to deliver refugee awareness training will be enhanced, building on the NW regional Enabling Effective Support strategy.

The system involves:

a) recording and processing the evaluation sheets post workshop;

b) recording a sample of comments from the visitor’s book when the exhibition is used by the public (for example when in a city centre);

c) recording and processing the evaluation sheet post training workshop for teachers and/or project workers etc;

d) recording and processing post-involvement questionnaires, completed by teachers and hirers who have just had the exhibition;

e) recording and processing the external evaluator’s feedback on interviews carried out twelve months after they had the exhibition

f) interviewing via telephone North West development education centres who have used Escape to Safety
3.2 The results

 The date we have gathered verifies that Escape to Safety has an extremely positive impact on those who have experienced it, whether they are adults or children, members of the public or of a school community.

3.2.1 The public’s response

The public’s response to the exhibition is registered in the visitor’s book. The most recurrent comments are  that the exhibition seems to reflect the problems of asylum seekers and that it is realistic, moving and thought provoking. Here below are some of the many comments that have been left on our visistor’s book:

‘good and interesting – it made you  think what it is like’

‘it was very realistic and I’ve learnt a lot’

‘everyone should see it’

‘I now realise that asylum seekers and refugees need support’

‘A brilliant way of getting the message across’

‘Very informative and innovative’

‘Very powerful. It clearly and briefly explains what people got through when they flee their countries for safety and apply to asylum. I would highly recommend it to people’

‘I am very impressed at the coverage it gives to the many issues. This should be available 24/7 in all countries. Very valuable experience’

‘Very well organised. Informative. Well done and good luck’

‘It told me things that you don’t hear on the news’

‘It made me think from a different point of view’

At the moment, we are also piloting a new idea to generate quantitative data to  complement the visitors’ book. We have started to use ‘ballot-boxes’, two at the entrance of the exhibition and two at the exit. The public is asked to cast a vote, saying whether they agree or not with a statement that is put before them. At the exit they are asked to repeat the exercise. The statement that we have used so far are:

‘The British Asylum System is fair and just’

‘Britain should give asylum seekers and refugees less support’

By adopting this approach we are intending to measure a change of opinion and attitude, if any. Although an idea welcomed by many, it is difficult to say whether it gives reliable quantitative data. What has happened so far, is that people seem to vote with one pebble at the entrance and sometimes they pick two or more pebbles at the exit. The ‘more pebbles’ seem to be represent a positive reaction in favour of the content of the exhibition. However, despite its ‘scientific’ downfall, it is a nice initiative; people enjoy it and it gives a rough idea of people’s attitudes and opinions.

3.2.2 The pupils’ response

The pupils’ response is mainly monitored by an evaluation sheet that pupils fill in at the end of the workshop. It is estimated that we have delivered around 120 workshops so far. A sample of the feedback given by pupils, year 6 to Year 12 is reported on the tables on the next page. 

We have devised the evaluation sheet in order to monitor the pupils’ learning following the workshop, but also their emotional response to the exhibition. The evaluation sheets are periodically reviewed taking into account the pupils and teacher’s comments. So far we have had two evaluation sheets: i) table 1 contains the three questions that we have kept from the first evaluation sheet; ii) table 2 and 3 report the answers to the questions asked in the two evaluation sheets.

Table 1. Answers to the workshops evaluation sheets. Total respondents: 1,191

	Question
	Agree
	Disagree
	Neutral

	1. Most asylum seekers are ‘bogus’
	21%
	65%
	14%

	2. Refugees can make a great contribution to British society
	55%
	23%
	21%

	3. Which of these statements best defines asylum seekers?

a. People looking for jobs in the UK

b. People escaping danger and persecution

c. People looking for an easy life and benefits


	4%

73%

11%
	
	12% did not answer or gave multiple answers


Table 2. Answers to evaluation sheet July 2003/Dec 2005. Total respondents: 650

	Question
	Agree
	Disagree
	Neutral

	1. Refugees and asylum seekers deserve our support
	77%
	9%
	14%

	2. The asylum system in Britain is fair 
	15%
	62%
	23%


Table 3. Answers to evaluation sheet January 2005 to date. Total respondents: 541
	Question
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not know

	1. Britain has the highest percentage of refugees in Europe
	13%
	56%
	31%


	2. What did you feel when you went through the exhibition? (Two answers allowed)

a. Anger                           47%              d. Indifference                  11%

b. Happiness                     7%               e. Nothing                         13%

c. Fear                             54%               f. Shame                           41%

	3. What do you think we should give asylum seekers in this country?

a. more respect               53%              f. less respect                    3%

b. more help                   49%               g. less help                        3%

c. more friendship          16%              h. less friendship               0% 

d. more money                13%              j. less money                     8%

e. more understanding    25%              k. less understanding         0%




Recently, we have realised that the wording of some of the questions, and the options given to map their emotional response, have been misinterpreted or not understood at all. For example some children think that ‘indifference’ means ‘not different’, they have interpreted ‘happiness’ as ‘lucky’, or they do not know the meaning of ‘bogus’. Consequently, we now have a new evaluation sheet
 which has yet to be tested out in the field. We understand that in order to meet the basic principle of validity, we need to keep the changes to a minimum. We feel confident that the new evaluation sheet will do the job.

3.2.3 The teachers’ response

Generally speaking teachers have been very enthusiastic about the exhibition. From the external evaluation report, it emerged that teachers regarded the exhibition to be a highly successful affective educational tool, and a very welcomed resource. They regarded the exhibition more effective when used with younger children  as older children seemed to be less likely to change their opinion. However, in our experience, when older children are involved in activities that challenge their views, the outcome is surprisingly positive. Most of their opinion is based on misinformation or lack of it. Younger children seem to change their opinion when confronted with the emotional tone of the exhibition. 

3.2.4 Other hirers

Outside the school context, the exhibition has also been hired to promote social justice in the wider community. In August 2004 it was used at the Greenbelt
 festival pictured here below.  In November 2004 it was hired by the Minority Group Support Services (Services for School Branch, LEA support body) as part of the Coventry Peace Month initiative. In February 2005 it was hired by SEMA (Service for Ethnic Minority Achievement) in Blackburn for the whole month. The project was funded by the Blackburn Police Community Safety Team (Racial Harassment Prevention Group) as there had been a number of incidents in the Borough; it was felt that students would benefit from the experience.
All three hirers thought that the event was a great success, particularly in raising awareness and understanding amongst the community about the plight of asylum seekers and refugees in this country. Greenbelt has hired it again for this year’s festival. Both Coventry and SEMA services in Blackburn have expressed a strong interest in hiring it again next year.

3.2.5 Development Education Centres (DECs)

One objective of the project was to enhance Northwest DEC’s capacity to deliver refugee awareness work with young people.

Manchester Development Education Project (DEP) hired Escape to Safety in order to enable training with tutors and trainee teachers at Manchester Metropolitan University (MMU) in refugee issues through RE, Geography and other subjects, which would then enhance their ability to subsequently work with young people in their own schools. 

The user training delivered by Global Link has ensured that DEP could hire the exhibition again and use the exhibition without Global Link’s support, though the staffing requirements of the exhibition mean that they would welcome further staff to cover the exhibition. DEP would book the exhibition again, especially if it is free, because their funding will run out soon. MMU’s funding is also being restricted and it is questionable as to whether tutors would justify spending on Escape to Safety as ‘core’ spending.

Unfortunately, the problem of siting the trailer meant that DEP missed the teacher training opportunity, but as a DEC, are nevertheless sufficiently confident in delivering refugee awareness training. The exhibition, however, was cited as a good way to draw more people in to training.

The booking - training tutors and trainee teachers - has highlighted the need to develop the use of the exhibition with teacher training institutions, though funding is clearly a problem and we may have to keep our fees very low for such institutions. The tutors were surprised and shocked by many of their trainee teachers’ attitudes towards refugees; clearly many tutors shared these attitudes as well. 

Lancashire Global Education Centre (LGEC) hired the exhibition as part of their global citizenship work in Preston schools. They had already been doing refugee awareness work in schools, though had not done any training with teachers. The exhibition was used in a school which had a high number of statemented pupils.

Escape to Safety worked extremely well with the pupils who responded very well to the experiential nature of the exhibition. LGEC found the exhibition an excellent ‘starting point’ for further work as the exhibition gave pupils a baseline level of understanding that enabled further more challenging work to take place. LGEC worked with Global Link and SEMA to run a UN Summit on refugees and asylum-seekers and the fact that all the pupils had experienced Escape to Safety meant that more challenging and in-depth work could take place.

LGEC found the user training useful, and would definitely use the exhibition again, with or without Global Link staffing.

3.2.6 Refugees and Asylum-seekers’ responses

Due to the nature of the use of the exhibition (principally in schools where we do not always know whether pupils are refugees or asylum-seekers) we have so far been unable to formally evaluate refugees and asylum-seekers’ responses to the exhibition and how the exhibition has changed attitudes towards them. However, anecdotal evidence from discussion with refugees who have worked with, or heard about,  Escape to Safety (eg at Greenbelt) demonstrates huge support for the exhibition. Refugees have said that the exhibition almost exactly mirrors their own experiences of asylum-seeking and that it is a very important and effective way of changing people’s attitudes. Most of the refugees we have spoken with have encountered a great deal of media and politician-induced prejudice and welcome any attempts to educate people about the reality of their experiences. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 
Escape to Safety has been regarded, by the vast majority of people who have experienced it, as a great success in changing people’s perceptions of asylum seekers and refugees. It is valued as a great educational tool by teachers, and a thought provoking and emotional experience by the pupils. Data gathered from the  workshop evaluation sheet, strongly suggest that for the great majority of pupils it has been a life changing experience. The results are even more striking when compared and contrasted to the pupils’ opinions prior to the exhibition. The Education Worker normally elicits pupils’ reactions to the words ‘asylum seekers and refugees’, at the beginning of the workshop, the most common being:

they are scroungers, they steal our houses and money

they are  criminals and rapists

they drive fast cars

they have a life of luxury

there are too many of them

I don’t like them because they smell

They come here because they are poor

They sneak into our country

They are drug dealers and they bring guns into our country

However we have seen that, by the end of the workshop, most pupils have a more informed idea about asylum seekers: 

· 73% of those monitored stated correctly that asylum seekers are people escaping danger and persecution

· 65% disagree with the notion that asylum seekers are ‘bogus’

· 56% think that Britain does not have the highest percentage of asylum seekers and refugees in Europe

· 55% think that asylum seekers and refugees can make a great contribution to British society

Furthermore, the statistics show us an encouraging move towards a more empathic behaviour towards asylum seekers:

· 77% stated that refugees and asylum seekers deserve our support

· 53% think we should give them more respect 

· 49% more help

· 41% felt ashamed of the way asylum seekers and refugees are treated in Britain

Although these results give hope and are a move in the right direction, we must not forget about:

· the 21% that still think that asylum seekers should not be here

·  the 23% that think that they have nothing to offer to our society

· and the 11% that think that they come here to look for an easy life and benefits

These results not only indicate that there still much work to be done out there, but also that there is lot of misinformation that needs to be addressed. 

Another point to consider is the long term effect of this learning process. The external evaluation has been very encouraging on this account. Those pupils who were interviewed a year on from their experience had vivid memories of it and still remembered the main message put across: that refugees and asylum seekers are people who look for a safe place from which to rebuild their lives and they should be treated with more respect.

And finally we have seen how the general public has found the exhibition very informative and a chance to hear another side to the asylum debate – a side that is too often ignored by the media.

In the light of the evidence and arguments put forward in this report we recommend that the exhibition be allowed to continue touring the UK. In order to continue to challenge racism and xenophobia we commit to disseminate these findings to key players in the debate such as LEAs, refugee organisations, the police and any other interested organisations. 

In order to improve our service, we commit to raising the issue of training on refugee issues at the moment of booking, highlighting that this would maximise the effectiveness of the exhibition. Future mail outs will be timed in accordance with the academic calendar in order to facilitate time allocation for INSETs.

· A note on our future plans
One of the aims of the exhibition is to contribute to the creation of a society more welcoming of refugees, and to thereby ease their integration into British society. In the future we would like to facilitate this process by trying to bridge the existing gap between ‘us’ and ‘them’ by enabling refugees to work with the exhibition. At the moment we are researching this possibility and we hope that we will find the means to do this.

And finally, the demand for the exhibition is high and we have already had enquiries for the year 2006/07. We are hoping that we will be able to continue with this project that has proven to be greatly successful.

Sara Nobili
(Escape to Safety Education Worker)





Gisela Renolds (Co-ordinator and exhibition designer)

April 2005
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Appendix 2: Escape to Safety and the National Curriculum

During Key stage 2 pupils should be taught:

a)  To talk and write about their opinions, and explain their views, on issues that affect themselves and society

b)  To research, discuss and debate topical issues, problems and events

c) To reflect on spiritual, moral, social, and cultural issues, using imagination to understand other people's experiences

d) To think about the lives of people living in other places and times, and people with different values and customs

e) To realise the nature and consequences of racism, teasing, bullying and aggressive behaviours, and how to respond to them and ask for help
f) To recognise and challenge stereotypes
g) To realise that differences and similarities between people arise from a number of factors, including cultural, ethnic, racial and religious diversity, gender and disability

h) To consider social and moral dilemmas that they come across in life [[image: image2.png]


for example, encouraging respect and understanding between different races and dealing with harassment[image: image3.png]


] 

During key stage 3 pupils study, reflect upon and discuss topical political, spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues, problems and events. They learn to identify the role of the legal, political, religious, social and economic institutions and systems that influence their lives and communities. They continue to be actively involved in the life of their school, neighbourhood and wider communities and learn to become more effective in public life. They learn about fairness, social justice, respect for democracy and diversity at school, local, national and global level, and through taking part responsibly in community activities.

During key stage 4 pupils continue to study, think about and discuss topical political, spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues, problems and events. They study the legal, political, religious, social, constitutional and economic systems that influence their lives and communities, looking more closely at how they work and their effects. They continue to be actively involved in the life of their school, neighbourhood and wider communities, taking greater responsibility. They develop a range of skills to help them do this, with a growing emphasis on critical awareness and evaluation. They develop knowledge, skills and understanding in these areas through, for example, learning more about fairness, social justice, respect for democracy and diversity at school, local, national and global level, and through taking part in community activities.
Appendix 3: Evaluation Sheet

Section A
About your learning

Please answer the questions by circling the number nearest to what you think

1
Most asylum seekers are ‘illegal’

agree
1
2
3
4
5
6
disagree

2 Refugees can offer experience and skills to British society

agree
1
2
3
4
5
6      
disagree

Please answer the questions by choosing 0, 1 or 2.

3 Which of these statements best defines asylum seekers? 

0 
people looking for jobs in the UK

1 
people escaping danger and persecution

2 
people looking for an easy life and benefits

4 Britain has the highest percentage of refugees in Europe

0
true

1
false

2
not sure

Section B
About you

Please answer the questions by choosing 2 options per question 5 and 2 for question 6
5 How did you feel

0 - angry   


3 - sad 

when you went 

1 - lucky


4 - sorry for them

through the exhibition?
2 - scared
5 - ashamed to think bad things about refugees

6 What do you 


0 - more respect 

5 - less respect

think we 


1 - more help


6 - less help

should give 


2 - more friendship

7 -  less friendship

asylum seekers

3 - more money

8 -  less money 

in this 
country?

4 - more understanding 
9 - less understanding

Section C
About the exhibition

7 What did you like about the exhibition?

8 What did you not like about the exhibition?

9 What would you do to improve the exhibition?

� Please refer to Appendix 1for the complete outline of booking costs


� Please refer to Appendix 2 for detailed outlined of links to National Curriculum 


� Please refer to Appendix 4


� Greenbelt is an independent Christian charity working to express love, creativity and justice in the arts and contemporary culture in the light of the Christian gospel. They have booked it for August 2005 too (Mission statement from Greenbelt website).
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